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Pest control to protect native species
from widespread predator plagues

The Department of Conservation will be carrying out aerial pest
control over a large area of Kahurangi National Park fdvtay
2019to protect native species from predator plagues thatilth
decimate their populations.
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wren/tuke, kea,| n gneal spotted kiwiPowelliphantasnails, long
tailed batgpekapekaand other vulnerable native species.

In many forest and tussock areas, very high seeding (known as a
mast) in 2019 is providing more food for rodents fuelling rapid rises
in their numbers. This in turn leads to increased stoat numbers due
to the abundane of rodents to feed on.

Monitoringin Kahurangi National Park has shown escalating rat
numbers that could reach plague proportions by late spring if not
stopped. The pest control will target rats but will also aisbs in
stoat numbesthrough their eéing poisoned rodent carcasses

The a&rial 1080 predatoicontrol will help protect native birds from
predator attacks during their critical breeding season so more aduli
and chicks can survive to build populations.

Predator control works

In 2014 and 20180C carried out aerial 108€epator control over
approximately 300,000 hectaresl§dhurangi National Park
following similar mast eventhat led to rises in rat numbers.
Monitoring showedodents werereduced tolow levels at most
sitesand goat plagles were avoided.

Intensivespeciesnonitoringfrom these operationshowed
significantly higher rock wren and keesting successs a result the
1080predator control. For more information g to

Great spotted kiwi chick in Kahurangi National Park.

https://www.doc.govt.nz/nature/pestsand-threats/methodsof- Photo: Anja McDonald
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